Williamson County Schools
Immunization and Physical Exam Requirements

1. A complete, validated Tennessee Certificate of Imnmunization or Medical/Religious Exemption
(see below) must be on file before the student can attend school per state law T.C.A. 49-6-5001.
It should be validated for the grade level of the student. No grace period is allowed.

a. To be valid, the certificate must include the following:
i. Child’s name and date of birth
ii. Section 2a — dates of any received immunizations that meet the minimum intervals
suggested on the recommended immunization schedule.
iii. Section 3 —one box checked for the appropriate level that matches the received
immunizations.
iv. Section 4 — signature/stamp of healthcare provider with name, address, phone
number and date signed.
b. Parents may take their child’s immunization records to a Williamson County Health
Department or Tennessee licensed healthcare provider to have immunization records
transferred to the official Tennessee Certificate of Immunization.

2. Physical Exam is required for students entering school for the first time per the district policy 6.402.
a. Parent/guardian(s) will be asked to provide proof of a physical exam by a licensed healthcare
professional for students enrolling in early childhood, pre-K or Kindergarten.

Children with Medical or Religious Exemptions to requirements:

1. Maedical Exemptions: A physician (MD or DO) or the health department is authorized to indicate
specific vaccines that are medically exempted (because of risk of harm) on the Tennessee
Certificate of Immunization or with a written statement from the child's doctor excusing the child
from the immunization. Remaining vaccines for enrollment are required to be on the Tennessee
Certificate of Immunization. Nurse practitioners and physician’s assistants are not authorized to
sign medical exemptions.

2. Religious Exemption: A signed, written statement that immunizations and other preventive
measures conflict with the parent's or guardian's religious tenets and practices, affirmed under the
penalties of perjury must be provided for religious exemption. The student’s name and date of
birth should also be included on the statement. (WCS Religious Exemption Form -
https://docs.wcs.edu/pdf/health/Immunization-Exemption-Religious.pdf)

Minimum Ages or Dose Intervals: Tennessee follows published CDC guidelines. For vaccines with
critical minimum age requirements (e.g., MMR, varicella) or minimum dose intervals, doses can be
considered valid if given up to 4 days before the minimum age or dose interval. Doses administered
more than 4 days early are considered invalid and should be repeated as recommended.

For more information, please visit: https://www.tn.gov/health/immunization.html
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